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Introduction

The Faculty of Preforming Arts aims at qualifying professional, academic graduates equipped with
excellent artistic and performance tools which would back up and reinforce the already existent
Syrian artists, and the good reputation Syria’s arts enjoy, regionally and internationally, taking into
consideration the important status that the Audio Visual Arts have developed in our region in the last
two decades or more.

The Faculty’s Vision

The Faculty of Performing Arts seeks to provide the local, Arab and international market with
specialized graduates in all different dramatic arts, Acting, Directing (Theatre, Cinema, TV),
Sonography, Artistic Technology, Script Writing and Studies in Arts Criticism. It also focuses on
increasing students’ aesthetic and creative sense; developing students’ tools of expression in their
respective specializations through combining the theoretical and practical parts of study.

The Faculty of Performing Arts endevours to become an artistic and cultural centre, both locally and
regionally, qualify graduates able to produce the new and innovative, and compete in the Arab world
seeking international status through:

-Taking Performing Arts in Syria to new heights and providing through providing the local, regional
and international market with educated, well-informed artists (directors, actors designers, script-
writers and artistic technicians) able to work in a variety of work environment.

-Invigorating the concept of performing arts as an artistic group-work of social, economic and
political effects .



-Following and keeping-up with all the latest creative developments in the field, so as to develop the
Course and Curricula in accordance with the Syrian context.

® Through qualifying well-informed artists, the Faculty of Performing Arts hopes to contribute

effectively to the process of developing Syrian society .

Department of Acting

Graduates from the Department of Acting are qualified professional actors equipped with varied
expression tools, and able to take part in cinema, theatre and TV, as well as radio and dubbing
(montage). Graduates possess highly competitive skills which enable them to compete locally,
regionally and internationally.

Objectives of the Department of Acting

-Work on students’ basic skills: body, voice, emotional memory. All is done through academic training
and practical application that help students to establish a professional career in the field of acting.

-Work on the students’ mental, artistic and critical capabilities.

-Through developing professional tools of expression of students, the Faculty of Performing Arts
Department of Acting contributes to develop the arts of theatre, cinema, TV, and all forms of Audio-
visual arts in Syria and the Arab World.

-Providing students with the theoretical knowledge of arts in parallel with the practical parts of the
course.

-Develop the sense of community with the students so as to provide a cooperative, and creative
environment making this specialization a source of education and culture.
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Acting 1 (17 ECTS, 14 practical, 12 Personal work: -)

Introduction to the Art of acting: history nature and role in society; importance, difficulty and value of
group arts in society. It includes practical exercises related to developing the five senses, in addition
to exercises on attention, concentration, and observation.
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Acting 2 (17 ECTS, 14 Practical, 12 Personal work — Prerequisite: Acting 1)

Students work on an imagined or presumed story. They create a whole scene from beginning to end,
its characters, their nature, actions, behaviour, changes and transformations. The aim of the exercise
is training students on the concept of assumed conditions, and the ability to show clear emotions and
sensations, as well as flexibility in expression of such emotions and sensations according to changes of
time and place.
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Acting 3 (18 ECTS, 15 Practical, 12 Personal work, Prerequisite, Acting 2: -)

Students work on stereotypical characters. They provide a simple study of the selected character
(character identity) which supposedly reflects its world, social, educational, and financial, etc.), the
environment it lives, its interests, concerns, desires, personal objectives, hopes and dreams. Work
includes creating this character in all its physiological and psychological details applying the concept
of the storyteller as a technique from Epic Theatre
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Acting 4 (18 ECTS, 15 Practical, 12 Personal work, Prerequisite Acting 3: -)

Students work on characters from realistic theatre. They are trained to build the character and its
physiological and psychological worlds after extensive study of the text and all its dramatic elements,
and being informed about the historical period to which the text belongs. Ultimately, students create
realistic characters and their behavior, and all the proposed conditions of the dramatic scenes based
on their understanding of Realistic theatre.
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Acting 5 (6 Credit Hours, 12 Practical, Prerequisite Acting 4 :)

Students work on One- Act plays (preferably from Syrian or Arab Theatre), or, a play of more than one
act in which all students take part
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Acting 6 (23 ECTS, 18 Practical, 20 Personal work, Prerequisite acting 5: -)

There are two options here. The first option is improvisation of one complete performance (l.e.
includes all dramatic, artistic and literary components), after consultation with the trainer on the
topic which will be chosen as basis for this performance. The second option is to select a dramatic
text from a specific historical period and a specific theatrical genre (Greek, Roman, Elizabethan,
Expressionist, Surrealist, Absurd, etc.).
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Movement Skills 1 and 2 (Plasticity) (3 ECTS, 3 Practical, prerequisite, Movement 1
for Movement 2)

Work on student’s body, identify their strength and weakness points, and develop their abilities to
attain the required level of agility, and getting rid of possible flaws.

Gl laiall ¢ ee 2 cana 2 )/PAAC302/ (05153 ecbigssY) 3 Aoa el ASjal) i
(2 4o puall 45 )

Jaall ddla) aplal) agadll (& AGLL Cplaill JS (o sSia Lailas " Shaall " s Lo () il gl
Al (o5l il 58 8l S) e Jadi 5 Gl Ae sana o

Movement Skills 3 (Acrobat, Balance) (2 ECTS 2 Practical prerequisite: Movement Skills (2

Work on Exercises very close to Gymnastics, in addition to exercises related to balance and power
center’s in human body.
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Movement Skills4 (4 ECTS 3 Practical 4 personal work, prerequisite: Movement
Skills 3)

Students are taught basics of Artistic fight including different types of falls and hand and foot
punches.
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Artistic Fight (3 ECTS, 2 Practical, 4 personal work, prerequisite ---)

Students are taught all stands and steps related to traditional fight, the application of all previous

skills learnt in related courses (plasticity, balance), and improvising scenes of artistic fight.
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Traditional Pantomime (4 ECTS, 2 Practical, 8Personal work, prerequisite ---)

Work on the concept of space and impulse and counterpoint. Learn different techniques of walking in
place, pantomime tricks like walking down an escalator, swimming, boat riding and rowing,
culminating in creating pantomime scenes for groups of two or three students.
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Classical Dance 1 (2 ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite ---)

Training on basic skills of traditional dance with musical accompaniment.
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Classical Dance 2 (2 ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite Classical Dance 1)

Learning the basic five exercises of the Catch Bar, and then training on doing the exercises without

the catch Bar, ending with performing certain familiar dances with musical accompaniment.
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Dance 1 (2 ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite, Classical Dance 2)

Learning samples of most well-known international folk dance, and developing appreciation of the
musical component.

(1 028 Gl uilaial ¢ Las 2 ¢« dua) 2 )/PAACA03/ 2 o8l ke

A@.fuz\.cl_\.a.acac LSJ})LJ\ct"_xg‘,.'\:\d\$LSJ)93\_J\)¢USGK§}):.A\QLA§)“QA:&LLS:LA§)?LJ
Lab )l ) a e

Dance 2 (2 ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite: Dancel)



Learning one complete dance selected from the most important and internationally renowned types
of folk dance like Polka, Mazurka, etc. and creating a suitable dramatic scene.
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Voice 1&2 (2 ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite: voice 1 for Voice 2)
Exercise are given on all speech organs :
Exercises on correct Breathing using the diaphragm.
Exercise for warm-up of throat area and vocal cords
Exercises for mouth muscles and lower jaw
Exercise for the tongue

Exercises for lips

Exercises remedy cramps (lower and upper neck and mouth).
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Voice 3&4 (2 ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite: Voice 3&4 for Voice 4)



Practice of all learnt exercise and continuous observation of their effectiveness on students, as a
group and as individuals. Exercises may be altered or changed, in order to achieve the desired

objective of liberating student’s voice, and increasing its power and width.
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Speech Skills 1&2 (2ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite: Speech Skills2 foe Speech Skills 1)
1-Introducing students to theoretical knowledge of Speech skills for actors .
2-Developing Students’ speech skills.
3-Work on simple texts. Work on Children stories read by groups of students (5-7). Ex. Sindbad.
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Speech Skills 3 (2 ECTS, 2 Practical, prerequisite: Speech Skills2)

Reading Literary, dramatic texts and providing students with theoretical knowledge in the process of
reading and during texts analysis. A story is selected to be read by each student showing what
students have learnt from the course.
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Speech Skills 4 (4 ECTS, 4 Practical, 8 personal work, prerequisite: Speech Skills2
foe Speech Skills 3)

Selection of one literary work (novel or Play). Students practice and show their speech capabilities to
work as a group, and what they have acquired of speech skills and its effect. They are trained on the
art of delivering a text and expressing its meaning, imagery and symbolism.
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Singing 1 (4ECTS, 4 Practical prerequisite: ---)

Work on breathing exercises, and developing vocal range and voice capabilities. Practicing singing on
selected Syrian and Arab folk songs. Practicing singing on a selection of international songs. All
exercises are performed as a group.
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Singing 2 (4ECTS, 2 Practical, 2 personal work, prerequisite: Singing 1)

More work on breathing exercises and voice capabilities. Practicing Singing a selection of Muashah
and/ or Qudud. Practicing singing songs, or parts of songs, from classical repertoire in different
languages, and developing that to be used in dramatic scenes.
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Acting for Camera 1 (6 ECTS, 4 Practical, 8 personal work, prerequisite: ---)

An introduction to the history of cinema and TV. Work on the concept of differences in camera shots,
and the techniques of acting for the camera in different types of shots (long, medium, wide, cowboy,
High or Low-angle shots), and different lenses used (wide-angle, telephoto, or zoom), and lighting.
Work also includes introduction to Montage. All theoretical knowledge is built into the course in a
practical form.
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Acting for Camera 2 (3 ECTS, 3 Practical, prerequisite: Acting for camera 1)

Selection of one scenario; Practice cutting it up through Decoupage, and Montage. Exercise on doing
the whole scene or part of it, in one or more different forms.
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Music Appreciation (5ECTS, 3 Practical, 1 Theoretical, prerequisite: ---)

Introduction to the development of oriental and western music. Practice listening to samples of the
most internationally celebrated pieces; introducing different types of musical instruments and
elaborating on their relations, and understanding main musical forms and structures, oriental and
western.
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Body and Space (3 ECTS, 2 Practical, 4 personal work, prerequisite :---)

Work on the concept of body and space as a representative symbolic system related to the concept
of culture in a specific country or region, and the meanings attached to this symbolic system.
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Psychology: (2 ECTS, 2 theoretical, prerequisite ---)

This course aims to provide students with basic information about psychology its definition, origin,
psychological schools, its theoretical and applied field, learning, memory, motivation, personality, and
physiological function of behavior.
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Aesthetics: (3 ECTS, 2 theoretical, 4 Personal work, prerequisite ---)

This course aims to provide students with the concept: of art and beauty and the relationship
between them, and to learn about the history of aesthetics, and the philosophy of art and its most
important issues.
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Course aims at introducing students to knowledge of the historical development of
arts, and its relation to architecture, in general, and linking architecture to
developments in the shape and structure of the stage and the nature of dramatic
performance.
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With a total of 240 ECTS, students graduate from the Department of Acting -
Faculty of Performing Arts with a Bachelor’s Degree after successful completion of
all courses, practical and theoretical, and a Graduation Project.
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