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1- The word parts: 

 Root   الجذر 

 Prefix  سابقة 

 Suffix لاحقة         

 Combining vowel حرف الوصل      

 Combining forms    الأشكال

 المؤلفة

 

 

Root  أصل الكلمة –جذر الكلمة  

o The basic part of  medical word 

o  The fundamental meaning of the word 

o  Prefixes & suffixes are added to that part. 

      Example:   Greek word for heart is kardia ,      Latin word for lung is pulmo 

Prefix   السابقة   

o Short word part added in the front    of a root 

o  Modifies the meaning of the root 

Example:     Verb  =  فعل    ,        Pro-verb = Proverb  حكمة, مثل, قول مأثور  
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Combining vowel حرف الوصل   

 (O) usually is the combining vowel . 

 ( I )  & (e ) are  rarely used. 

 Combining vowel is used to make pronunciation of medical term easier. 

 

A combining vowel is used to combine : 

1. Root & root &    :        electr/ o /cardi / o /gram 

2.   Root &  suffix  :       Encephalogram 
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Combining forms   الأشكال  المؤلفة  

Root + combining vowel = combining form.   
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Suffix اللاحقة 

o Short word part or parts added to the end of a word.  

o  Modifies the meaning of the root 

o  A dash is inserted before the suffix (-itis) 

o Ex : Appendic-itis  التهاب الزائدة الدودية 

o Suffixes are endings that modify the root. 

o They are 2 types: 

1- Simple suffixes:    Form basic terms such as [–ic].                                                                   

     EX: Gastric = pertaining to the stomach. معدي    

      2- Compound suffixes:     Formed by a combination of basic term     

           components such as [-ectomy]. 

       EX: Hysterectomy =excision of the uterus.           لرحما  استئصال  
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 كيفية  صياغة  المصطلحات الطبية
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Creating pluralsالجمع 

 Most English plurals are formed by adding –s or  –es to a word 

 Medical terms derived from ancient Greek and Latin often use the regular plural  

forms from those language (bursa>bursae, embolus> emboli). 

 Some plurals are commonly used as well as irregular plurals ( foot> feet ).   
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